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This listing of claims will replace all 
claims in the application: 



prior versions, and listings, of 



Listing of Claims (deleted text being struck through and added text being 
underlined): 

1. through 12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently Amended) Tfes- A. ladlder structure of claim 1 for 
enhancing corrosion resistance, comprising^ 



a ladder including a pair of rails and 2 


plurality of runes extending 


between and mounted on the rails: 

wherein at least one of the rails and a^ 


least one of the rungs of the 


ladder comprise substantially tubular eleme 


its each having an interior; 


wherein a pair of the substantially tub 


ular elements of the ladder are 


connected to each other and the interiors of 


the connected pair of 


substantially tubular elements are in fluid c 


ommunication with each other: 


wherein the at least one rune has an ei 


id connected to the at least one 



rail at a connection, the end of the at least one rung being located outside of 



the interior of the at least one rail at the connection 



wherein a first one of the connected pair of substantially tubular 
elements has a perimeter wall with a hole formed therein, and wherein a 
second one of the connected pair of substantially tubular elements has an 
opening located at an opposite end of the second substantially tubular 
element; 

wherein the first substantially tubular element is connected to the 
second substantially tubular element in a manner such thai the hole formed 
in the perimeter wall of the first substantially tubular element is in fluid 
communication with the opening in the end of the second substantially 
tubular element; 

wherein both of the rails and substanti 
comprise substantially tubular elements will 
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interiors of substantially all of the rungs arb in fluid communication with 
both of the rails; 

a support structure mounted on the ladder for enhancing rigidity of the 
ladder when the ladder is supported at an er d in an extended condition; 
wherein the support structure including includes at least one 



substantially tubular element with an interior in fluid communication with 
at least one of the substantially tubular eleriients of the ladder; 

wherein the support structure includes! at least one truss assembly; 

wherein the support structure included at least one longitudinal 
member extending substantially parallel to one of the rails of the ladder, 
and a plurality of cross members extending between the longitudinal member 
and the said one rail of the ladder, wherein the longitudinal member and 
substantially all of the plurality of cross members comprise substantially 
tubular elements with interiors, wherein the interiors of substantially all of 
the cross members are in fluid communication with the interior of the 
longitudinal member; 

wherein each of the cross members has a pair of opposite ends, a first 
one of the opposite ends being mounted on the longitudinal member and a 
second one of the opposite ends being mounted on the rail, at least one of 
the ends of the cross member being in fluid communication with the 
longitudinal member; and 

wherein the ladder includes a plurality of buttresses, each of the 
buttresses extending between one of the raills and a medial region of one of 
the rungs, each of the buttresses being substantially tubular, 

14, through 19. (Cancelled) j 

20. (Currently Amended) Tb^ A ladder structure of claim 15 for 
enhancing corrosion resistance, comprising: 



a ladder including a pair of rails and a 



between and mounted on the rails: 



plurality of rungs extending 



I 
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in the perimeter wall of the rail 
in the end of the at least one 
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I 

wherein the rails and the runes of the lladder comprise subs tantially 
tubular elements each having an interior;, i 

wherein the interiors of each of the ru'nes are in fluid com munication 

. I 

with the interior of at least one of the railsj 

wherein each rung has opposite ends, the opposite ends being 
connected to a respective one of the rails, the ends of the rungs being 
located outside of the interiors of the rails:! 

wherein each of the rails has a perimefter wall with a hole formed 
therein, and wherein each of the rungs has an opening located at an end of 
the rung; 

wherein at least one of the rungs is connected to at least one of the 
rails in a manner such that the hole formed 
is in fluid communication with the opening 
rung; 

wherein the interiors of substantially all of the rungs are in fluid 
communication with at least one of the rails; 

a support structure mounted on the ladder for enhancing rigidity of the 
ladder when the ladder is supported at an end in an extended condition; 

wherein the support structure inoludii rg- include at least one 
substantially tubular element with an interior in fluid communication with 
the interior of one of the rails; 

wherein the support structure includes at least one truss assembly; 

wherein the support structure includes at least one longitudinal 
member extending substantially parallel to one of the rails of the ladder, 
and a plurality of cross members extending between the longitudinal member 
and the said one rail of the ladder, whereinjthe longitudinal member and 
substantially all of the plurality of cross members comprise substantially 
tubular elements with interiors, wherein the interiors of substantially all of 
the cross members are in fluid communication with the interior of the 
longitudinal member; 
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wherein each of the cross members has a pair of opposite ends, a first 
one of the opposite ends being mounted on ihe longitudinal member and a 
second one of the opposite ends being mounted on the rail, at least one of 

i 

the ends of the cross member being in fluid! communication with the 

i 

longitudinal member; and 

i 

wherein the ladder includes a plurality of buttresses, each of the 
buttresses extending between one of the raijls and a medial region of one of 
the rungs, each of the buttresses being substantially tubular. 

21. (Cancelled) 



CO 
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